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Personal experience  story of growing up in a rural community

(`@5) (`@5) (`@5) (`@5) (`@5) (`@5). When I was growing up, my family's small

town was known for its agricultural industry and reliance on the dairy industry (`@2). It was

also known as the "hippie capital of Indiana." (`@8). In other words, we were a rural

community with expectations for life that were different from what most people in urban

areas have now. As I entered high school, I found myself under extreme pressure to conform

to these standards of living (`@1). My grades plummeted and discipline became a problem at

school (`@9) (`@2).

My family is well known for its strong values; however, at that point in my life I had

strayed from these values (`@9) (`@2). After talking to my parents, and with their

unconditional love, it became clear that I needed to move back home to finish high school.

Although this decision would be a humbling one, it would also allow me to put my life back

together again; little did I know how much it would change the way I viewed life altogether

(`@9) (`@2) (`@9) (`@1).

During this time, our family started selling our land to move into the nearby city,

where there were less restrictions on what one could do or pursue in life (`@3) (`@2). As my

family grew, the pressure for me to keep up with school also increased. I did my best with the

help of a tutor, but it was still difficult (`@2) (`@8). My grades started slipping even more.

The stress of moving to a new city and selling off our land began to take its toll on my

parents and my family (`@2). I could feel it affecting them and, in turn, affected me (`@0).



With all the difficulties at school and home, I lost focus on my vision for myself. As I looked

into the future, all I saw was uncertainty because it felt like everything was under

construction (`@9) (`@8) (`@2). Unsure of who I am or what path to take in life, it was easy

to feel overwhelmed (`@9) (`@8) (`@0).

However, one thing that remained constant through all this was the support my

community gave me (`@2) (`@8). My rural upbringing created my values of hard work and

taking pride in a job well done (`@2). It taught me that no matter how much pressure there

was, I could always push through with the support of my family, school, and community.

Looking back to the last two years, I realize how much has changed (`@3). My family's land

is completely sold, and we are three-quarters finished building our home in our new city

(`@1) (`@1). The stress of moving is gone, and we can finally relax for the first time in two

years (`@3). Now that we are stable in our new home, my family is looking at moving

forward by renovating the house and taking on new responsibilities within the community.

We have found a way to meet our living standards and make them ours as we progress into

adulthood (`@2).

During these recent changes and my progression into adulthood, I continue to focus on hard

work and taking pride in a job well done (`@2). I understand that my values come from the

rural community where I grew up, and take pride in knowing that no matter what life throws

at you, always keep your head up and never lose sight of your goals (`@2) (`@2) (`@2)

(`@2) (`@2) (`@2).

I am grateful for everything that has happened over the last twenty years since we moved, but

I will always consider my hometown home (`@6).


