
Feminist Approaches to Health Care: Addressing 
Gender Bias in Medical Research and Practice

The health care system, historically structured and influenced by patriarchal norms, has 
long overlooked the unique medical needs of women. Feminist approaches to health care aim to 
rectify this imbalance by addressing gender bias in medical research and practice. These 
approaches emphasize the necessity for inclusive research methodologies and equitable treatment 
practices to ensure comprehensive health care for all genders.

The gender bias in medical research is evident in the historical exclusion of women from 
clinical trials. This exclusion has led to a lack of understanding of how diseases and treatments 
affect women differently from men. For instance, cardiovascular disease, often perceived as a 
predominantly male condition, presents differently in women, leading to misdiagnosis and 
under-treatment (Liu, Manson, & Willett, 2015). Feminist health care advocates for the inclusion 
of women in all stages of medical research to develop a more accurate understanding of these 
differences.

Moreover, the underrepresentation of women in medical research extends to 
pharmaceutical studies. Medications are often tested on male subjects, ignoring the fact that 
women metabolize drugs differently due to hormonal and physiological differences. This 
oversight can result in women experiencing different side effects or requiring different dosages 
(Holdcroft, 2007). Feminist approaches call for gender-specific research to tailor medical 
treatments more effectively to women’s needs.

In practice, gender bias manifests in the dismissal of women’s symptoms and concerns by 
health care providers. Studies show that women are more likely to have their pain dismissed or 
attributed to psychological causes, a phenomenon known as "Yentl syndrome" (Hoffmann & 
Tarzian, 2001). This bias not only affects diagnosis and treatment but also erodes trust between 
women and their health care providers. Feminist health care advocates for education and training 
programs that sensitize medical professionals to gender differences in symptoms and encourage a 
more empathetic approach to patient care.

To combat these biases, it is essential to implement policies that mandate the inclusion of 
women in clinical trials and ensure gender-specific analysis of data. Additionally, medical 
education must incorporate training on gender bias and the importance of patient-centered care. 
By adopting feminist approaches, the health care system can move towards more equitable and 
effective treatment for all genders.

In conclusion, addressing gender bias in medical research and practice is crucial for the 
advancement of health care. Feminist approaches provide a framework for inclusive research 
methodologies and equitable treatment practices, ultimately leading to improved health outcomes 
for women. By integrating these principles into health care, we can ensure a more just and 
effective system for everyone.
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